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vice system at the present day. Immediately
after its enactment President Arthur placed
Eaton once more at the head of the national
Civil Service Commission, and President Cleve-
land reappointed him in 1885. On his return
to New York City after the conclusion of his
service on the Commission, Eaton threw his
energies into successive campaigns for the re-
form of municipal government in the metropolis.
He was particularly interested in the reform of
the police judiciary and the improvement of pub-
lic-health administration. He also made a study
of city administration in general and finally
embodied his program of civic improvement in
a volume on The Government of Municipalities
(1899), which appeared from the press a few
months before his death. In its day this book
was a notable contribution to the then scanty
literature of municipal reform.

Throughout his public career, Eaton was a
crusader by instinct, fearless and relentless in
the battle for civic righteousness, a citizen with
the spirit of a Roman consul. As an educator of
public opinion he was determined that his work
should not come to an end with his death, and
in his will he provided for the establishment of
professorships in two American universities, the
Eaton Professorship of the Science of Govern-
ment at Harvard, and the Eaton Professorship of
Municipal Science at Columbia, both of which
chairs have had distinguished occupants.

[A small memorial volume, Dor man B. Eaton, 1823-
1899, containing a brief sketch of his life, with eulogies
by Carl Schurz and others, was published in 1900. In
addition to the books mentioned above, he was the au-
thor of various articles in magazines. Incidental data
relating to his activities may be found in the various
works relating to civil-service reform and^to the mu-
nicipal government of New York City during the last
three decades of the nineteenth century. See also N.
Z. R. Molyneux, Hist. Genoal. and Biog. of the Eaton
Families (1911).]                                       W.B.M.

EATON, HOMER (Nov. 16, i834-Feb. 9,
1913), clergyman of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, for twenty-four years agent of its Book
Concern, and long prominent among the leaders
of his denomination, was born in Enosburg, Vt
His father, Rev. Bennett Eaton, a Methodist
preacher, was a descendant of Francis Eaton,
who came to America in the Mayflower; and his
mother, Betsey Maria, daughter of Joel and Han-
nah (Billings) Webster, was a descendant of
John Webster, one of the original proprietors of
Hartford, Conn,, and a colonial goverppr. He
was educated at Bakersfield Academy, Vermont,
and at the Methodist General Biblical Institute,
Concord, N. H. In 1857 he joined the Troy
Conference, of which he remained a member un-
til his death, and the following year, Apr. 28, he
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married Hannah, daughter of Jacob and Rowena
Saxe of Sheldon, Vt. From 1857 to 1889 he was
pastor of eleven churches, and served as presid-
ing elder. In 1889 hc was niadc an agent of the
Methodist Book Concern in New York, and in
1912, when a new constitution for the Concern
was adopted, he was elected general agent, with
duties covering the entire field in this country.

Eaton was a rugged Vcrmonter of massive
frame, with a noble head and clean-cut profile,
always dignified in his bearing, and possessing a
powerful voice. He had a statesmanlike mind,
a large fund of native humor, and though not ac-
customed to indulge in prolonged debate, he had
great capacity for bringing men into line with
his purposes. He managed the enormous busi-
ness of the Book Concern with notable sagacity.
The extent to which his abilities were valued by
his denomination is shown by the fact that he
was a member of ten General Conferences, being
first elected in 1872, and then continuously from
1880 to 1912. In 1881 and in 1901 he was dele-
gate to the Ecumenical Methodist Conference in
London, and in 1874, fraternal delegate to the
General Conference of the Methodist Church in
Canada. In addition to his other duties he was
for seventeen years (1896-1913) treasurer of the
Board of Foreign Missions. He was also a trus-
tee of Syracuse University and of Drew Theo-
logical Seminary. His death occurred at his
home in Madison, N. J., while his wife was read-
ing to him from one of the denominational pa-
pers, and he was buried in the Albany (N. Y.)
Rural Cemetery.

[Christian Advocate (N. Y,), Felx 13 and ao, 1913;
Minutes of the Troy Annual Conference of the U. M.
Ch. (19x3); Henry C Jennings, The Mcth, Book Con-
cern (19^4) ; Who's Who in America, X9i*-X3,]

H.E.S.

EATON, JOHN (Dec. 5, i820-Feb. 9, 1906),
educator, was born at Sutton, N. H., the son of
John and Janet (Andrew) Eaton. He was reared
on his father's farm, supplemented his scanty
schooling by home reading, and taught school
until he was sent to the Thetford Academy in
Vermont. He then worked his way through
Dartmouth, graduating in 1854, and went to
Cleveland, Ohio, as principal of the Ward School.
In 1856 he became superintendent of schools at
Toledo, where he had opportunities to develop
his marked administrative ability, and took a
special interest in the compilation of educational
statistics. He continued his earlier purpose of
entering the ministry, however, and in 1859 re-
signed to attend Andover Theological Seminary.
Ordained in 1861, he entered the army as chap-
lain of the 27th Ohio Volunteers, which setved
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